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CHAP.  I. 

THE  Hero  of  our  hiftory,  Tom- 
my Merton,  was  the  only  fort 
of  a  gentleman  of  great  fortune,  who 
had  large  pofleflions  in  the  iiland  of 
Jamaica,  but  had  come  to  refide,  for 
ibme  time,  in  the  weflern  part  of 
England. 

Having  thus  briefly  ftated  the  pa- 
rentage of  Matter  Tommy,  we  fhall. 
proceed  to  particulars  refpe&ing  his 
conduct,  but  fhall  not  prefume  to 
make  any  animadverfions  at  prdent, 
as  the  narrative  will  be  beft  calcu- 
lated to  fhew  the  bent  of  his  difpo- 
fidon, 


When  any  company  came  to  vifit 
at  their  houie,  he  was  fure  to  behave 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  difgufted  every 
one  prefent.  He  muft  have  the  firft 
cut  of  every  thing  at  dinner ;  and  at 
tea-time,  the  cups  and  faucers  were 
frequently  ovcrfet,  by  his  eagernefs 
to  reach  at  a  bit  of  toaft,  or  any  o- 
ther  favourite  object  he  had  in  view. 

When  Tommy  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, he  was  then  fix  years  of  age; 
he  had  not  learned  fo  much  as  to 
\vrite  or  read,  and,  to  complete  his 
character,  he  was  impatient,  fretful, 
and  proud. 

A  plain  and  honefl  farmer  lived 
at  no  great  diftance  from  Mr.  Mer- 
ton's  feat,  who,  like  him,  had  an 
only  fon,  but  a  few  months  older 
ihan  Mailer  Merton.  His  name  was 
ry  Sandford.  His  obliging  man- 
ners and  affable  temper  made  him 
beloved  by  every  one;  and  fo  tender 

•e  his  feelings,  that  he  would  de- 


ftroy  no  animal  whatever,  faying, 
that  God  had  made  nothing  in  vain, 
and  we  had  no  right  to  put  an  end 
to  the  exiftence  of  any  creature  he 
had  been  pleaied  to  make. 

Such  amiable  accomplilhments  as 
thefe  drew  on  him  the  attention  of 
the  clergyman  of  the  parifh,  who  was 
fo  much  pleafed  with  him,  that  he 
taught  him  to  read  and  write,  and 
was  always  happy  when  young  Har- 
ry was  with  him.  Little  Harry  was 
an  obliging  creature,  and  cheerfully 
fubmitted  to  do  whatever  he  was 
bidden,  and  was  fo  much  attached  to 
truth,  that  he  abhorred  telling  a  lie 
on  any  occafion. 

Accident  happened  to  bring  him 
and  Tommy  Merton  together.  The 
latter  was  one  morning  walking  in 
the  fields  with  his  female  attendant, 
when  a  large  fnake  rumed  from  its 
concealed  abode,  and  twined  itfelf 
round  one  of  the  legs  of  poor  Tom- 
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my.  Harry,  \vho  happened  to  be  a't 
a  little  dillance,  faw  all  tha't  pafled, 
and  inflantly  running  to  his  afliflance, 
lejzed  the  fnake  and  relieved  Tom- 
my  from  his  terror.  Mrs.  Merton 
hearing  the  fhrieks  of  the  maid,  ran 
with  half  the  family,  to  the  afTiflance 
of  her  darling  fon,  and  finding  he  had 
received  no  injury  from  the  cruel  a- 
nimal,  inquired  in  what  manner  he 
had  got  rid  of  it.  "  Indeed,  mam- 
ma (faid  Tommy),  had  not  that  little 
boy  come  to  my  afliftance,  I  fear  the 
nafty  creature  would  have  bitten 
me." 

"  Pray,  my  dear  (faid  the  lady), 
whofe  good  boy  are  you,  to  whom  I 
am  fo  much  obliged?" — "  My  name 
(faid  he)  is  Harry  Sandford."  Mrs. 
Merlon  then  infifted  that  he  mould 
go  home  and  dine  with  them  ;  but 
Harry  endeavoured  to  excufe  him- 
felf,  faying  his  father  would  want 
him.  The  matter,  however,  was 


C    »    ) 

icon  fettled ;  Mrs.  Merton  fent  a  fer- 
vant  to  the  farmer,  and,  taking  Har- 
ry by  the  hand,  led  him  to  her  houfc, 
where  every  thing  appeared  quite 
new  to  him. 

Dinner  being  over,  the  lady  pre- 
fented  Harry  with  a  glafs  of  wine, 
which  he  thanked  her  for,  but  beg- 
ged to  be  excufed  drinking  it,  faying, 
that  his  mailer,  Mr.  Barlow,  told 
him,  that  he  mould  never  eat  but 
when  he  was  hungry,  nor  drink  but 
when  he  was  dry ;  that  he  mould  ac- 
cuftom  himfelf  to  ea,  and  drink  thole . 
things  only  which  are  eafily  to  be 
procured,  as  otherwife  he  might  grow 
peevilh  and  fretful  when  he  could 
not  get  them. 

Mr.  Merton  obferved  to  his  lady, 
that  he  wifhed  Mr.  Barlow  would 
take  their  Tommy  under  his  care,  as 
he  grew  a  great  boy,  and  it  was  time 
he  mould  learn  fomething.  After 
Harry  was  gone,  a  long  cenvvrfc 


took  place  between  Mr.  Merton  and 
his  lady,  which  concluded  with  an 
agreement  between  Mr.  Merton  and 
his  wife,  that  their  fon  Tommy  mould 
be  put  under  the  care  of  the  fame 
mailer  as  Harry.  Mr.  Barlow  was 
accordingly  invited  the  next  Sunday 
to  dinner,  when  Mr.  Merton  intro- 
duced the  fubjecl:,  and  Tommy's  pa- 
rents delivered  him  into  the  hands  of 
this  good  man,  to  tutor  him  as  he 
thought  beft. 

CHAP.  II. 

WE  have  now  brought  Tom- 
my to  the  vicarage,  which 
v.-as  about  two  miles  from  his  la- 
ther's houfe,  to  undergo  a  very  ma- 
terial change  in  his  temper  and  dif- 
pofitions.  The  next  morning  after 
breakfaft,  Mr.  Barlow  conducted 
him  and  Harry  into  the  garden.  He 
then  took  a  fpade  himfelf,  gave  a  hoe 
to  Harry,  and  they  both  began  their 
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work.  Tommy  \vas  invited  to  join 
them  in  their  labour,  but  he  rejected 
with  contempt  "an  offer  which,  he 
thought,  was  more  proper  to  be 
made  to  a  plough-boy  than  to  a 
young  gentleman  of  his  fortune. 

Mr.  Barlow  and  Harry  worked 
about  two  hours  in  the  garden,  and 
afterwards  retiring  to  a  fummer- 
houfe,  he  took  a  plateful  of  cherries 
from  a  cupboard,  and  divided  them 
between  himielf  and  Harry,  without 
ever  offering  Tommy  one,  who  un- 
doubtedly expected  his  mare.  This 
put  the  youth  into  a  fullen  (late, 
which  at  lad  found  vent  in  tears. 
After  demolishing  the  cherries,  Harry 
propofed  to  read  a  leflbn,  to  which 
Mr.  Barlow  agreed.  This  good  boy 
then  took  up  his  book,  and  read  the 
{lory  of  the  Little  Twins. 

On  their  arrival  at  home  to  din- 
ner, Tommy,  who  had  been  all  this 
time  rambling  in  the  garden  in  a  fo- 
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litary  manner,  made  his  appearance, 
and,  being  very  hungry,  was  going 
to  fit  down  at  the  tabb  with  the  reft; 
but  Mr.  Barlow  obferved  to  him, 
that  as  he  was  too  much  of  a  gentle- 
man to  think  of  working,  he  mud  go 
without  victuals,  as  it  was  not  rea- 
fonable  that  the  induflrious  mould 
work  for  the  kile. 

Mr.  Barlow  and  Harry  went  the 
next  morning  to  work  as  ufual,  when 
Tommy  came  to  them,  and  defired 
that  he  alfo  might  have  a  hoe.  Mr. 
Barlow  inftantly  gave  him  one,  and 
inflru&ed  him  how  to  ufe  it,  fo  that 
in  a  fliort  time,  he  became  a  good 
workman,  and  purfued  his  labour 
with  pleafure.  Their  work  being 
finifhed  for  that  day,  they  all  with- 
drew to  the  fummer-houle,  and  the 
joy  of  Tommy  was  inexpreflible, 
when  he  found  he  was  to  have  his 
fliare  of  the  fruit. 

From  this  time,  Mr.  Barlow  and 
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his  two  pupils  worked  every  morn- 
ing in  the  garden,  and  retired  af- 
ter their  labour  to  the  fummer-houfe, 
where  they  refreshed  themfelves  be- 
fore dinner.  By  degrees,  Tommy 
began  to  lament  that  he  could  not 
read,  and  at  lail  fpoke  privately  to 
Kary  on  the  occafion,  who  very 
generoufly  propofed  to  learn  him. 
One  day,  being  all  three  aflembled  ia 
the  fummer-houfe,  and  .*he  book  be- 
ing given  to  Harry,  Tommy  faid, 
that,  if  Mr.  Barlow  would  give  him 
permiflicn,  he  would  try  to  read. 
Mr.  Barlow  replied,  that  he  fhould 
have  no  obje&ion,  but  he  ihould  as 
foon  expect  to  fee  him  fly  as  to  read. 
He  then  tocV  up  the  book,  and  v/ith 
great  fluency  read  the  ftory  of  the 
Imprudent  and  Neglected  Fair. 

Having  finifhed,  "  I  clearly  -fee 
(faid  Mr.  Barlow),  that  if  young  gen- 
tleraen  will  but  take  pains,  they  may 
do  as  well  as  others,  and  I  have  no 


doubt,  that  Tommy  will  one  day  be- 
come a  fenfible  man,  and  will  here- 
after be  able  to  teach  others." 

Tommy  was  highly  pleafed  with 
thefe  praiies,  and  determined  to  make 
himfelf  as  clever  as  other  people. 

The  next  day,  being  all  three  in 
the  arbour  together,  Mr.  Barlow  de- 
fired  Harry  to  read  the  ftory  of  An- 
drocles  and  the  Lion. 
-  Androcles  was  a  flave,  who  was  fo 
ill  treated  by  his  mailer,  as  to  be  forc- 
ed to  defert  his  fervice.  He  took  re- 
fuge in  a  vaft  wood,  and  laid  himfelf 
down  at  the  mouth  of  a  cavern.  He 
had  not  lain  long  here,  when  an  enor- 
mous lion  came  towards  him,  utter- 
ing a  kind  of  mournful  found  as  if  he 
needed  alMance.  Androcles  per- 
ceiving that  he  did  not  fet  down  his 
feet  fully,  boldly  approached  towards 
him,  and  examining  his  foot,  per- 
ceived a  large  thorn  {ticking  in  it, 
which  he  immediately  took  out. — - 
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The  lion,  finding  himielf  eafed,  ex- 
preffed  the  greateit  joy. — Andr^cles 
having  wandered  one  day  too  far 
from  the  cavern,  was  taken  and  car- 
ried to  his  maiier,  who  had  him  tri- 
ed, and  he  was  condemned  to  be  put 
to  death,  by  a  furious  lion  being  let 
loofe  upon  him.  Androcles,  on  the 
day  fet,  was  then  brought  forth,  be- 
fore an  immenfe  number  of  fpecla* 
tors,  and  the  den  being  opened,  the 
lion  buril  forth  roaring  like  thunder ; 
but  judge  their  furprife,  when  in- 
dead  of  tearing  him  to  pieces,  he 
lay  down  at  his  feet  calm  and  peace^ 
able. — The  multitude,  amazed  at 
this,  called  on  Androcles  to  explain 
the  circumftance,  when  he  related 
how  he  hacj.  helped  the  lion  in  his  di- 
ftrefs,  and  that  in  gratitude  he  had 
now  ipared  his  life.  Every  one  pre- 
fent  was  equally  delighted  and  afro- 
nifhed  at  the  honeft  narrative,  and 
applying  to  the  governor,  Androcles 
B  3. 


(        20       ) 

was  pardoned,    and  prefented  with 
the  lion,  to  whom  he  owed  his  life. 

The  ftory  being  finifhed,  Tommy 
feemed  valtly  pleaied  with  it,  and  Mr. 
Barlow  obferved,  that  -even  the  moil 
favage  beaft  may  be  foftened  by  gra- 
titude, and  moved  by  humanity. 

CHAP.  III. 

TOMMY  and    Harry  went   the 
next  day  into  the  garden  to  Ibv/ 
fome  wheat,  which  Harry  had  brought 
v,  ith  him  from  his  father's,  on  a  piece 
of  ground  which  Tommy  had  dug 
and  prepared  for  the  purpcfe.    After 
they  had  ilrJified  their  labour,  they 
returned  into  the  houie,   v. 
Barlow  ddired  Tommy  to  read  the 
ry  of  th-.-  -dtured   I.' 

which  he  accordingly  did  1? 
a  very  clear  and  diih'ncl  voice. 

Tommy  cxpreficd  great  '' 
at  the  n;  Barlow   . 

fciir-. 


pleafed,  Harry  mould  read  him  the 
adventures  of  an  Ill-natured  Boy. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  this  boy 
to  be  brought  up  under  parents  who 
took  no  care  of  him,  and  as  he  was 
quarrelfome,  he  became  difagreeable 
to  every  one.  His  father  on  a  holi- 
day having  given  him  his  liberty,  a 
fixpence  and  fome  provilions,  he 
took  with  him  his  dog  Tiger,  who 
in  temper  refembled  himfelf,  and  fet 
out  on  his  ramble. 

[Here  the  tale  which  Harry  read, 
narrated  the  following  inftances  of 
his  mifchievous  difpofition. — Meet- 
ing a  flock  of  fheep,  which  a  poor 
Ihepherd  boy  was  driving,  he  fet  Ti- 
ger upon  them,  which  immediately 
difperfed  the  whole  in  every  direc- 
tion.— Some  time  after,  feeing  a  girl 
give  a  poor  woman  a  drink  of  milk 
out  of  her  jug,  he  came  behind,  and 
gave  her  a  pufh,  which  overturned 
the  whole  upon  her  ;  and  then  ran 
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off  laughing. — He  next  joined  feme 
boys  at  play,  and  feizing  their  ball 
when  it  came  near  him,  he  threw  it 
into  a  muddy  ditch.  The  little  boys 
ran  in  a  hurry  to  find  it,  and  as  they 
were  (landing  one  behind  the  other 
on  the  brink,  he  gave  the  boy  fur- 
theft  behind  a  violent  pum,  and  he 
preffing  on  the  reft,  they  all  tumbled 
into  the  ditch  together.  As  foon  as 
they  got  outj  they  were  preparing  to 
give  him  a  found  drubbing ;  but  he 
got  Tiger  between  his  legs,  whom 
he  clapped  on  his  fides,  and  on  the 
dog's  mewing  his  teeth  and  grinning, 
they  were  afraid  to  proceed. — After 
feveral  other  tricks,  which  no  good 
boy  would  have  been  guilty  of,  he 
came  to  a  poor  man  afking  charity 
of  a  lady,  who  gave  him  a  few  pence* 
He  went  up  to  him,  and  told  him 
that  he  would  not  give  him  pence  ^  but 
filver;  then  pulling  out  his  fixpence, 
threw  it  on  the  ground,  and  bid  him 
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take  it  up ;  but,  as  the  poor  man 
was  Hooping  for  the  purpofe,  he  gave 
him  a  pufh,  and  the  beggar  fell  upon 
his  face,  when  he  fnatched  up  the 
fix  pence,  and  ran  a\vay  laughing. 

His  career  of  wickcdnefs,  was, 
however,  now  at  an  end  ;  for  ob- 
lerving  two  men  coming  up  to  the 
beggar,  he  ran  away  as  fail  as  he 
could,  over  feveral  fields.  At  lad 
he  came  to  a  farmer's  orchard,  and, 
as  he  was  clambering  over  the  fence, 
a  large  dog  feized  him.  Being 
frightened,  he  roared  out  luftily, 
which  brought  out  the  farmer,  who 
called  off  his  dog,  but  feized  hold  of 
the  boy,  faying,  "  So,  my  lad,  I 
have  caught  you  at  laft  !  You  thought 
you  might  (leal  my  apples  when  you 
pleafed ;  but  you  are  miflaken,  and 
you  mail  now  fuffer  for  all."  So  fay- 
ing, the  farmer  did  not  let  him  go 
till  he  had  given  him  a  fevere  whip- 
ping. 


He  now  began  to  be  fenfible, 
that  punifhment  does  not  fail  at  laft 
to  overtake  the  wicked ;  but  the 
meafure  of  his  misfortunes  was  not 
yet  completed.  As  he  jumped  down 
from  a  ftile,  he  found  hiinielf  in  the 
hands  of  the  lame  beggar  he  had 
thrown  on  his  face*  He  cried  and 
begged  pardon,  but  the  lame  man 
gave  him  a  fevere  thraming  before  he 
let  him  depart. 

He  again  purfued  his  journey, 
and  foon  found  himfelf  furrounded 
by  the  boys  he  had  fo  ill  ufed  in  the 
morning.  As  foon  as  they  faw  him  - 
without  his  dog,  who  had  been  killed 
by  the  kick  of  an  afs  which  he  had 
fet  him  upon,  they  let  up  a  fhout, 
and  began  to  torment  him  different 
ways.  Some  pulled  his  hair,  fome 
pelted  him  with  dirt,  and  others  map- 
ped their  handkerchiefs  at  his  legs. 
He  endeavoured  in  vain  to  make  his 
efcape.  At  laft,  however,  he  hap- 


pened  to  fee  the  jack-afs  he  had  toiv 
merited  in  the  morning,  when  he 
fprung  upon  his  back,  hoping  by  that 
means  to  efcape.  The  afs  inftantly 
galloped  away  with  him,  and  foon 
bore  him  from  his  enemies ;  but  the 
animal  flill  keeping  his  pace,  in  fpite 
of  the  efforts  of  the  Ill-natured  Boy 
to  prevent  him,  on  a  fudden  flop- 
ped fhort  at  the  door  of  a  cottage, 
and  began  kicking  and  prancing 
•  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  threw  the 
little  boy  from  his  back,  and  bruifed 
his  leg.  His  cries  brought  out  the 
family,  and  among  them  the  young 
girl  whofe  milk  he  had  fpilled.  How- 
ever, they  took  him  in,  and  treated 
him  kindly.  He  now  determined, 
mould  he  recover  from  this  accident, 
he  would  in  future  fludy  to  do  good, 
and  injure  no  perfon  or  animal  any 
more.] 

Tommy   was  vaftly  pleafed   with 
this  florv,  as  it  fhewed  the  difference 
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between  being  good  and  naughty. 
Every  one  loved  and  aflifted  the  little 
Good-natured  Boy,  but  every  one 
punifhed  and  defpifed  the  other. 

CHAP.  IV. 

TOMMY  and  Harry  having  taken 
it  in  their  heads,  that  they 
would  build  them  a  Houfe  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  garden,  Mr.  Barlow  not 
only  gave  his  conient,  but  went  into 
the  copfe,  to  cut  down  poles  proper 
for  the  purpofe. 

A  fewr  days  after,  they  went  to  look 
nt  the  houfe  they  had  begun  building, 
v/hen  they  found  that  a  hurricane, 
which  had  happened  the  preceding 
night,  had  levelled  every  liick  with 
the  earth. 

The  winter  had  now  fet  in  with  its 
ufual  Severity,  fo  that  the  two  youths 
were  at  prefeat  no  longer  able  to 
purlue  their  labours  in  the  garden  ; 
but  thev  now  and  then  took  a  T, 
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in  the  air.  It  unfortunately  happen 
ed,  that,  in  paffing  through  a  wood, 
they  wandered  from  the  right  path, 
and  could  not  tell  where  they  were. 
To  add  to  their  diftrefs,  the  wind 
from  the  north  began  to  blow  with 
great  fury,  ai*d  fo  violent  a  fall  of 
ihow  came  on  as  obliged  them  to 
feek  fhelter.  After  remaining  fome 
time  in  the  hollow  of  a  tree,  the 
itorm  greatly  abated,  when  they  be- 
gan their  march  through  the  ihow, 
which  had  completely  covered  every 
track,  and  what  was  worft  of  all,  the 
day  began  to  clofe.  At  length,  how- 
ex'er,  they  came  to  fome  lighted  em- 
bers, which  probably  fome  labourers 
had  juft  quitted.  Harry  then  got 
together  all  the  dry  pieces  of  wood 
he  could  find,  and  placing  them  oa 
the  embers,  they  icon  caught  fire, 
which  afforded  them  a  comfortable 
nth. 

r?    •yjnrsrfin'r  to- 


get  her,  a  little  boy  came  along  Ting- 
ing,  with  a  bundle  of  flicks  on  his 
ihoulder,  whom  Harry  happened  to 
know.     In  fact,  he  was  the  very  lit- 
tle ragged  boy  to  whom  Tommy  had 
given   forhe  clothes  in  the  fu miner. 
Harry  mflantly  fpoke  to  him,   and 
defired  him  to  (hew  them  the  way 
out  of  the  wood,    which  he  readily 
confented  to,  but  advifed  them  to  go 
firft  to  his  father's  houie,  and,  while 
they  warmed  themfdves,  they  wrould 
fend  to  Mr.  Barlow  to  acquaint  him 
where  they  were.     The  honeil  far- 
mer then  went  and  acquainted  Mr. 
Barlow  of  the  fafety  of  his  pupils, 
which   gave    infinite   fatisfaction    to 
that  reverend  gentleman,  as  he  had 
difpatched  people  everywhere  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them. 

Tommy  had  heard  Mr.  Barlow 
give  an  account  in  what  manner  the 
Kamfchatkan  dogs  drew  their  fledges, 
and  he  determined  to  make  an  expe- 
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riment  of  that  nature.  Being  one 
day  perfectly  difengaged  from  buli- 
nefs,  he  furnimed  himfelf  with  fome 
rope,  and  a  kitchen  chair,  which  he 
intended  to  make  ufe  of  inftead  of  a 
fledge.  He  then  coaxed  Csefar  into 
a  large  yard  behind  the  houfe,  and 
placing  the  chair  flat  on  the  ground, 
he  fattened  the  dog  to  it,  with  great 
care,  and  no  fmall  fhare  of  ingenuity. 
Csefar,  however,  did  not  underfland 
being  harnefled,  and  was  ignorant  of 
the  part  he  was  to  act.  At  laft  Tom- 
my mounted  his  feat  triumphantly, 
with  a  whip  in  his  hand,  and  began 
his  career. 

A  number  of  the  neighbouring  lit- 
tle boys  gathered  round  the  young 
gentleman,  which  made  him  the  more 
anxious  to  diilinguifh  hirnfelf.  Tom- 
my began  to  make  ufe  of  thofe  ex-- 
preiTions  to  his  dog,  which  he  had 
heard  coachmen  apply  to  their  horfes, 
and  fmacked  his  whip  with  great  con- 
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&quence.  Csfar  was  very  angry  at 
this,  and  inftantly  fet  off  at  full  fpeed, 
dragging  the  chair,  with  the  driver 
upon  it,  at  a  prodigious  rate. 

Tommy  now  looked  about  him 
with  a  triumphant  air,  and  maintain- 
ed his  feat  with  great  lirmnefs.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  at  no  great  dif- 
tance  was  a  large  horfe-pond,  which 
gradually  (helved  to  the  depth  of  three 
or  four  feet.  The  afrighted  Cadar 
ran  thither,  in  hopes  of  getting  rid  of 
his  tormentor  ;  while  Tommy  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  pacify  and  reftrain 
his  (teed.  Crefar,  without  payiru;  a- 
ny  regard  to  his  driver,  precipitately 
rufhed  into  the  pond,  and  carried 
both  carriage  and  driver  into  the  mid- 
dle of  it.  The  boys  who  were  fpeo 
tators,  now  received  frefli  matter  of 
diverfion,  and,  notwithstanding  their 
refpedt  for  Tommy,  they  could  not 
help  uttering  loud  iriouts  of  derifion. 

One  day,  a  bull  was  to  be  baited 
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in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr.  Mer- 
lon's, where  Tommy  had  gone  on  a 
vifit  to  his  father,  when  he  and  all 
his  gay  and  flighty  companions  flole 
away  to  fee  it,  and  Harry  reluctant- 
ly followed  them  at  a  diftance. 

While  this  inhuman  fpectacle  was 
going  forward,  a  poor  half-naked 
black  came  to  them,  and  humbly  im- 
plored their  charity.  Finding  he 
could  get  nothing  from  them,  he  ap- 
proached the  place  where  Harry  flood, 
holding  out  the  remains  of  his  tatter- 
ed hat.  Harry  put  his  hand  in  his 
pocket,  and  gave  him  the  only  fix- 
pence  he  had. 

The  dogs  now  attacked  the  bull 
with  fuch  fury,  that  the  animal  became 
mad  and  outrageous.     The  furious 
animal  ran  towards  ,the  fpot  where 
Tommy  and  his  ailociates  (tood,  and 
put  them  to  flight ;  but  the  bull 
too  fwift  for  them,  and  Tommy  ilum 
bling  and  falling  to  the  ground, 
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.directly  in  the  way  of  his  purfuing 
enemy! — Harry  then  catched  up  a 
prong,  which  had  been  dropped  by 
one  of  the  fugitives,  and  at  the  very 
inflant  the  bull  was  {looping  to  re- 
venge himfelf  on  the  defenceleis  Tom- 
my, he  gave  him  a  deep  wound  in  the 
flank.  The  animal  turned  round, 
and  it  is  probable  that  his  life  would 
have  paid  for  the  falvation  of  his 
friend,  had  not  the  generous  black, 
to  whom  he  had  jufl  before  given  fix- 
pence,  inflantly  fled  to  his  afliflance. 
With  a  large  flick  he  had  in  his  hand, 
he  gave  the  bull  fo  violent  a  blow  as 
called  off  his  attention  from  Harry. 
He  inftantly  turned  round  to  his  new 
enemy,  who  dexteroufly  fhifted  from 
him,  and  got  hold  of  his  tail,  by  which 
he  held  fad,  and  fo  belaboured  the 
bull  with  his  flick,  that  he  was  at  lafl 
obliged  to  lie  down,  when  they  threw 
a  rope  over .  his  horns3  and  faftened 
him  to  a  tree. 
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The  next  day  Tommy  rofe  before 
his  father  and  mother,  and,  as  his 
mind  was  much  imprefTed  with  the 
(lory  read  the  preceding  evening,  in 
which  he  had  difcovered  the  wonder- 
ful exploits  of  fome  Arabian  horfe- 
men,  he  begged  his  little  horfe  might 
be  faddled  for  him.  He  accordingly 
put  on  his  boots,  and  ordered  Wil- 
liam to  attend  him.  However,  as  he 
dared  not  afk  for  fpurs,  he  went  to 
one  of  the  maids,  and  got  from  her 
two  large  pins,  which  he  very  ingcni- 
oufiy  ftuck  into  his  boots,  and  then 
mounted  his  horfe. 

He  had  not  ridden  far,  before  he 
gave  his  horfe  a  very  {harp  prick 
\vith  his  pins.  The  animal  fet  oft 
with  him  at  full  gallop,  and  William 
knew  not  whether  this  fudden  flart 
was  from  accident  or  deiign. — 
Seeing,  however,  that  the  horie  gal- 
loped over  the  rougheft  part  of  the 
co m in  "c ,  while  Tommy  ufed  ail  his 
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efforts  to  flop  him,  he  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  endeavour  to  overtake  him, 
and  therefore  purfued  him  with  all 
pofiible  fpeed.  The  race  continued 
\vithout  any  appearance  of  abatement, 
when  the  poney  turned  Ihort  on  a 
fudden,  upon  an  attempt  of  his  maf. 
ter  to  flop  him, '  and  rulhed  into  a 
quagmire.  This  flopped  him  for  a 
moment,  and  gave  Tommy  an  op- 
portunity of  Hipping  off  his  back  in- 
to a  fpft  bed  of  mire.  The  fervant 
had  now  time  to  get  up  to  Tommy, 
and  refcue  him  from  his  difagreeable 
fituation,  \vhere  he  had  received  ;-o 
other  damage  than  that  of  daubing 
his  cbthes. 

Tommy  being  arrived  \r:*hin  z. 
fhort  difiance  of  the  houfc,  met  his 
father  and  Mr.  Barlow,  who  were 
walking  to  enjoy  the  morning  r,ir. 
They  were  furprifed  at  the  befpao- 
tered  appearance  Tommy  made. 
The  youth,  however,  without  giving 
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time  to  make  any  inquiries,  ran  up 
to  the  gentlemen,  and  wifhed  them 
a  good  morning.  Mr.  Merton  was 
very  glad  to  find  his  fon  \vas  not 
hurt,  for  he  doubted  riot,  from  the 
fituation  of  his  clothes,  that  he  had 
fallen  from  a  horfe,  which  was  pre- 
fently  confirmed  by  the  appearance 
of  William,  who  was  leading  the 
poney. 

After  dinner  a  very  interefting 
converfation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Barlow  and  his  pupil  Tommy,  who 
confefled  that  he  had  been  a  very 
unthinking  boy.  Mr.  Barlow  told 
him,  that  to  be  fenfible  of  his  fault 
was  half-way  to  a  reformation,  and 
therefore  begged  he  would  open  his 
mind  without  the  lead  referve. 
"  Since  I  have  been  at  home,  Sir," 
faid  Tommy,  "  I  have  been  fur- 
rounded  by  a  number  of  fine  young 
gentlemen  and  ladies,  who,  bccauie 
their  parents  are  rich,  thought  they 
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had  a  right  to  defpife  every  one  who 
was  poor.  They  were  always  laugh- 
ing  at  poor  Harry  Sandford,  and  at 
iaft  brought  me  to  flight  his  com- 
pany." Tommy  then  went  on  to 
acquaint  Mr.  Barlow  with  all  the  ill 
treatment  he  had  been  guilty  of  to 
his  friend  Harry,  and  concluded  with 
afking,  if  he  thought  it  pcflible  that 
Harry  would  ever  forgive  him. 

Our  little  gentleman  here  burfl  in- 
to a  flood  of  tears,  and, Mr.  Barlew, 
after  having  fuftered  him  to  eafe  hi$ 
mind  that  way,  told  him  he  rmifl  aik 
Harry's  pardon.  To  this  Tommy 
confented,  and  he  promifed  to  go 
directly,  and  beg  Harry's  forgive- 
nefs.  As  his  preceptor  was  now 
fenfible  of  his  contrition,  he  faid  he 
would  go  to  young  Sandford,  and 
Lear  what  he  thought  of  the  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Barlow  waited  on  Harry,  and 
having  obtained  his  confent  to  an 
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interview,  and  acquainted  Tommy 
therewith,  they  Jx>th  fet  out  next 
morning  for  Mr.  Sandford's.  When 
they  were  within  a  little  of  the  houfe, 
Tommy  faw  Harry  driving  his  fa- 
ther's meep  home.  He  ran  haftily  to 
meet  him,  and  a  reconciliation  im- 
mediately took  place. 

Tommy  then  propofed  flaying  fome 
time  with  Harry,  which  was  highly  ap- 
proved of  by  Mr.  Barlow,  who  took 
upon  himfelf  to  anfwer  for  the  con- 
fent  of  Mr.  Merton  ;  and  then,  after 
taking  a  complaifant  leave  of  the 
company,  he  went  to  his  own  houfe. 

Our  young  gentleman  was  now 
embarked  in  a  new  fcene  of  life,  very 
different  from  that  he  had  been  hi- 
therto engaged  in.  He  fupped  hear- 
tily that  night  on  the  ruftic  fare  he 
met  with,  went  to  bed  early,  and 
flept  foundly.  When  Harry  called 
him  at  five  the  next  morning,  accord- 
ing to  agreement  the  over  night,  he 
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found  fome  difficulty  in  complying 
with  the  fummons;  but,  when  he 
recollected  that  his  word  and  honour 
were  at  (lake,  he  immediatly  jump- 
ed out  of  bed,  drefled  himfelf,  and 
accompanied  Harry  in  all  his  ruftic 
employments. 

From  being  accu domed  to  view 
fcenes  of  diflrefs,  his  heart  began  to 
be  more  fenfible  of  the  tender  feel- 
ings of  humanity  ;  and  from  the  oh- 
fervations  he  had  daily  occafion  to 
make,  he  learned  to  know  of  v, 
utility  the  labourer  was  to  the  com- 
munity. Ivlr.  Barlow  paid  him  fre- 
quent viiits,  and  pointed  out  every 
thing  to  him  that  was  moll  worthy  of 
his  notice. 

Our  young  gentleman  was  one 
day  furprifed  by  an  unexpected  vifit 
from  his  father.  The  meeting  was 
equally  affectionate  on  both  fides,  for 
Tommy  was  become  another  boy. 
His  father  told  him,  he  was  come  to 
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take  him  back  to  his  own  houfe,  hav- 
ing heard  fuch  an  account  of  his  pre- 
fent  behaviour,  that  all  his  former 
errors  were  forgiven,  and  that  he 
began  to  glory  in  owning  him  as  his 
fon-.  Tommy  mutually  met  the  em- 
braces of  his  father,  and  confented 
to  return  home  to  his  mother,  that 
he  might,  by  his  future  conduct, 
convince  her  of  the  happy  alteration 
made  in  his  temper. 

Farmer  Sandford  was  at  this  in-, 
ilant  returning  from  the  fields,  and 
very  refpedfully  invited  Mr.  Merton 
to  walk  in,  when  the  latter  called  the 
former  afide,  as  if  he  had  fomething 
to  fay  to  him  in  private.  When  they 
•were  alone,  Mr.  Merton  thanked  the 
farmer  for  the  infinite  fervices  he  and 
his  family  had  been  of  to  his  fon,  in 
working  fo  happy  a  reformation. 
He  then  pulled  out  a  pocket-book, 
and  begged  Mr.  Sandford  would  ac- 
cept of  it  and  its  contents.  The  far- 


mer  taking  the  book  and  looking  in- 
to it,  found  it  contained  bank-notes 
of  great  value.  He  therefore  fhut  it 
up  again,  and  politely  returned  it  to 
Mr.  Merton,  begging  to  be  excufed 
the  acceptance  of  it. 

Mr.  Merton  here  interrupted  the 
farmer,  and  earneftly  prefied  him  to 
accept  of  his  prefent;  but  heperfifted 
in  his  refufal,  faying,  "  Sir,  were  fuch 
a  fum  mentioned  to  them  as  you  have 
been  pleafed  generoully  to  offer  me, 
there  would  be  an  end  to  all  peace 
in  the  family.  It  would  be  no  long- 
er Deb  and 'Kate,  but  Mifs  Deborah 
and  Mifs  Catharine.  The  next  thing 
would  be,  they  muft  be  fent  to  a 
boarding-fchool  to  learn  French  and 
mufic,  and  to  cut  capers  about  the 
room.  When  they  come  back,  there 
would  be  a  difpute  about  who  was  to 
look  after  the  boiling  of  the  pot,  make 
the  puddings,  fweep  the  houfe,  and 
feed  the  chickens  and  pigs ;  for  fuch 
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vulgar  things  as  thefe  are  not  to  be 
done  by  a  delicate  mifs." 

Mr.  Merton  could  not  avoid  being 
{truck  with  this  reafonable  mode  of 
arguing,  and  fenfibly  felt  the  truth  of 
his  oblervation.  He  therefore  pref- 
fed  him  no  longer  to  accept  the  pre- 
fent,  as  he  found  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe ;  and  Mrs.  Sandford  coming  at 
this  inftant  to  invite  them  in  to  din- 
ner, they  went  immediately  into  the 
houfe,  and,  after  Mr.  Merton  had 
paid  his  refpe&s  to  the  family,  they 
all  fat  down  to  dinner. 

As  foon  as  dinner  was  over,  the 
cloth  was  removed,  and*  the  filver 
mug,  the  only  article  of  luxury  in  his 
houfe,  had  been  two  or  three  times 
replenilhed,  when  little  Harry  Sand- 
ford  came  running  in,  crying,  "  Fa- 
ther! father!  here  is  the  fw^etefi  team 
of  horfes,  all  of  a  fize  and  colour, 
with  new  harnefs,  and  make  the  nn- 
eft  figure  I  ever  faw  in  my  life.  They 
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all  flopped  at  our  door,  and  the  man 
fays  he  has  orders  to  deliver  them  to 
you." 

Mr.  Sandford,  furprifed  as  well  as 
his  fon,  at  the  orders  he  had  heard, 
faid,  "  Mr.  Merton,  I  fuppofe  theie 
horfes  are  a  new  purchafe,  and  that 
you  want  to  have  my  opinion  of  them. 
I  can  allure  you  they  are  the  true 
Suffolk  forrels,  the  fineft  breed  of 
working  horfes  in  the  kingdom,  and 
thefe  appear  to  me  to  be  fome  of  the 
beft  of  that  fort." 

Mr.  Merton  replied,  "  that  fuch 
as  they  were,  they  were  at  his  fervice. 
I  cannot  think  (faid  he),  after  the  fin- 
gular  favours  I  have  received  from 
your  family,  you  will  fo  far  dilpleafe 
me  as  to  reiufe  this  mark  of  my  gra- 
titude." Mr.  Sandford  was  loft  in 
aflonifhment,  and  knew  not  what  an- 
fwer  to  make.  At  length,  however, 
recovering  himfelf,  he  was  going  to 
make  the  politeft  refufal  he  could 
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think  of,  when  Tommy  coming  in, 
took  Mr.  Sandford  by  the  hand,  and 
begged  he  would  not  be  fo  unkind 
as  to  refufe  his  father  and  himfelf 
the  firfl  favour  they  had  ever  afked 
him  to  grant  them.  He  alfo  remind- 
ed him  that  this  prefent  was  lefs  to 
him  than  it  was  to  little  Harry,  his 
dear  companion ;  and,  after  having 
lived  fo  long  in  his  family,  he  hoped 
he  would  nottreat  him  as  if  his  conduct 
had  been  improper.  Harry  himfelf 
here  interpofed,  and  confidering  the 
feelings  and  intentions  of  the  giver 
more  than  the  value  of  the  preient, 
he  took  his  father  by  the  hand,  and 
begged  him  to  oblige  Mr.  Merton 
and  his  fon.  Mr.  Sandford's  delica- 
cy was  now  quite  conquered,  and  he 
at  lad  confented  that  the  horfes  mould 
be  led  into  his  (tables. 

Mr.  Merton  having  expreifed  eve- 
ry mark  of  tendernefs  and  aiFe&ion 
to  this  worthy  family,  not  even  for- 
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getting  the  h'oneft  black,  for  whom 
he  promifed  to  provide,  he  delired 
his  fon  to  accompany  him  home. 
Tommy  arofe,  and  with  the  fmcerefl 
gratitude  and  affeclion,  took  his  leave 
of  his  friend  Harry,  and  of  all  the  reft 
of  the  family.  "  It  will  not  be  long 
before  I  mail  fee  you  again,"  faid  he 
to  Harry,  "  for  to  your  example  I 
owe  the  little  good  I  have  to  boalt  of. 
You  have  made  me  fenfible,how  much 
better  it  ;s  to  be  ufeful  than  to  be 
rich  or  fine,  and  that  it  is  more  ami- 
able to  be  good  than  great."  Tom- 
my and  Harry  then  moft  affe&ionate- 
ly  embraced  each  other,  fhed  the  tear 
of  fmcere  friendship,  and  then  parted, 
xvhen  Mr.  Merton  conducted  his  fon 
home. 
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